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Fake news  is very common, especially since the pandemic 
started. It can be repeated a few thousand times on social 
networks, increasing the reach of some ‘news’.

      
         H

ow can I recognize fake news?

Is the article about 
a fact or a rumor?

When did the information begin to spread? 
Was the story picked up by other media?

Is the content controversial? Is it too good to be true? 
Is the news dramatic or emotional enough to make me click or share?
 

If you answered YES to any of these questions, here are some things 
to think about to check if the content is true:
 

 Is the source reliable? 

Check the website, media 
outlet or author who 
published the news.

Be cautious if the news 
seems to come from a 
single person, a site 
posing as a media outlet, 
a political site, or a site 
offering to sell you 
a product. 

If it's a proven scientific fact, there will be quotes, statistics, 
pictures (not doctored) and/or contact information. 

      Is the purpose to sell me a product? 
      Is the goal to get me to join an opinion group? 
Does the author or site have an interest or profit in having me read this news (e.g., advertising)?

There are specialized websites dedicated to fact checking and debunking false rumors such as:

It may be old news that is out of date, no longer credible, or presented out 
of context. In addition, if the story hasn’t been covered by any of the major 
news outlets, there is a risk that it is false.

Ask yourself what the intent of the story is.

Science Press Agency's 
rumor detector

COVID-19:
tracking misinformation 

Facebook account for the 
Chief Scientist of Quebec 

(he answers questions 
by private message) 

Where can I check if the information is true?

#ScienceUpFirst  

Le Monde Decodex   To check the images: 
   https://tineye.com/
or do a "reverse image 
search" on Google. 

www.quelvirusestu.com/home-page
https://www.sciencepresse.qc.ca/covid-19
https://www.facebook.com/SciChefQC
https://www.covid-desinfo.ca/en/accueil
https://www.scienceupfirst.com/
https://www.lemonde.fr/verification/
https://tineye.com/



